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comparatively scarce in all these countries. Its place is taken by the ass, which is much less particular about its food, and the mule, which is hardier and more sure-footed than the ass. Its greater strength makes it particularly suitable for travel in a hilly country, but it has a most disagreeable temper. On the level plains oxen are used to pull both ploughs and carts.
LEMONS  IN  SICILY.
Almost in the centre of Spain is the capital, Madrid, about the worst- situated capital in Europe. The climate is hot in summer and very cold in winter, and the surrounding country is a barren sandy plain. Its river is a torrent in winter and a thread of water in summer ,and the subject of many jokes, such as " We know there is a river because there are bridges over it/'5 or " Why doesn't the government sell the